39. The method of claim^ wherein: 

said selecting step inoJudes a hard mask comprised of at least one of a reactive 
metal and a compound of a reactive metal, and said compound comprises any compounds 
formed by exposing a reactive\metal to ions or radicals of at least one of oxygen, 
nitrogen, fluorine, boride, carbon\^and any combination of said gases. 

40. The method of claim 1 wherein: 

said selecting step includes ^hard mask comprised of at least one of a reactive 
metal and a compound of a reactive metal; and 

said selecting step includes selecting a hard mask consisting of one of titanium, 
aluminum, tantalum, tungsten, cobalt, n^olybdenum, copper, iron, nickel, and compounds 
of one of titanium, aluminum, tantalum, ^ungsten, cobalt, molybdenum, copper, iron, and 
nickel. 


41. The method of claim 38 wherein the processing step operates at one of below 
atmospheric pressure , atmospheric pressure, and above atmospheric pressure. 

Remarks 
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Continued examination and allowance of the above case is requested. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Date: 


October 19. 2000 


By: 



FLIESLER, DUBB, MEYER & LOVEJOY LI 
Four Embarcadero Center, Suite 400 
San Francisco, California 941 1 1-4156 
Telephone: (415) 362-3800 
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